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NEWS
Student Spotlight: Student 
Body President Ray McKetty: 
how he balances social life, 
school and CSL
4PG 8 
4PG 3 Halie West / The JohnsonianFreshman Yasmin Loredo fights for the ball against East Tennessee State on Sept. 15 at Eagle Field.
Adarrell Gadsden
gadsdena@mytjnow.com
The Winthrop women’s soccer team moves to 
3-3-1 on the season after a strong performance 
from senior midfield player Megan David who 
had two goals against the 1-7 Citadel in the 
Lady Eagles 3-0 win over the Lady Bulldogs.
Winthrop was able to get their third win 
at home against their last non-conference 
opponent of the season as the move towards 
conference play this week. 
The Eagles at the net locked down the Lady 
Bulldogs in their most impressive outing on the 
season. 
While David did most of the scoring for the 
Lady Eagles, the one to start it was sophomore 
defensive player Courtney McLeod who gave 
Winthrop a 1-0 lead against the Lady Bulldogs 
in the opening minutes of the game. 
McLeod was able to find a crossed ball inside 
the box and get it past Citadel goalkeeper Kim 
Mora just inside the 7 minute mark.
Increase in student 
retention, growing 
class sizes
Beth West
Thomas Calamia
editors@mytjnow.com
Editor’s Note: This is the second story 
in a series of articles related to Winthrop 
University on-campus housing and 
enrollment.
With an increase in student retention and 
enrollment, Winthrop University is going to 
have to be proactive about certain policies, 
space and class sizes.
Admissions counselor Heidi Nisbett said 
that enrollment is up, and it is a positive thing 
because it is always good to have more students 
on campus.
Savannah Pewett, a junior psychology major 
who transferred to Winthrop last semester, 
said that although she can see a change in 
enrollment, it has not affected her Winthrop 
experience. 
“From last semester to this semester. I do 
think that there is an increase in the amount 
of students per class but nothing that is too 
unmanageable,” Pewett said. “Most of my 
courses are a higher level; I am even in some 
graduate school courses, so I am not sure 
how it would be for freshman and sophomore 
courses.”
The average class maximum capacity number 
is 24, according to Wingspan; however, most of 
the classrooms on campus have 26 students in 
each.
One of Winthrop’s largest selling points is the 
small student to faculty ratio.
David shines for Lady 
Eagles against Citadel
High enrollment affects 
student to faculty ratio
Daniel James 
jamesd@mytjnow.com
While video games 
are often seen to 
be a negative force, 
contributing to 
childhood obesity 
and an increase in 
sedentary lifestyles, 
a new study from 
Winthrop University’s 
Department of Physical 
Education, Sport and 
Human Performance 
shows that it could 
be used as a tool for 
teaching.
In the spring, 
assistant professors of 
Physical Education Seth 
Jenny and David Schary 
conducted a study 
comparing motion 
capture video game rock 
climbing to real rock 
climbing in order to see 
if MCVG rock climbing 
could be used as a 
teaching aid for physical 
education professors.
“What a lot of 
motion-based video 
game research is 
investigating now is 
how many calories do 
you burn when you are 
gaming,” Jenny said. 
“We are trying to take a 
cognitive aspect of these 
games as compared 
to the physical aspect 
of it. What are people 
learning from the 
games?” 
They took 24 
participants, each of 
which had no prior 
experience with rock 
climbing, and split 
them into two groups 
of 12. One group played 
“Kinect Sports Rivals” 
before starting actual 
climbing.
Seth Jenny / Winthrop University
Participants climb the rock wall in the West Center, half of which 
played “Kinect Sports Rivals” prior to climbing the wall.
Video game as 
teaching tool
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SPORTS
Cross country 
teams take 
home third 
at Winthrop 
Adidas 
Invitational
ARTS & CULTURE
Photo exhibit displays 
discriminatory language 
toward impairment
4PG 6 Carolyn Rennix / The JohnsonianFreshman Eladio Wilkinson finishes first 
lap at Winthrop Invitational.
Jacob Hallex / The Johnsonian
Mass communication instructors Aimee Meader and Mark Nortz share a classroom in Johnson Hall.
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Wednesday
Sunny
82 °/55 °F
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Mostly Sunny 
82 °/58 °F
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Mostly Cloudy 
77 °/59 °F
Saturday
Rain 
76 °/58 °F
Sunday
Light Rain
75 °/59 °F
Monday
AM Showers
77 °/59 °F
Tuesday
AM Showers
79 °/59 °F
Althea Holenko / The Johnsonian
Photo courtesy of Morgan Barradale
Junior special education major Morgan Barradale and Winthrop Think Program student Amber 
Wesson pose with a large cutout gold ribbon on Scholar’s Walk on Monday morning. The Delta 
Pi Chapter of Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority is hosting “Gold Week” to raise money for their local 
philanthropy, Levine Children’s Hospital in Charlotte. The sorority sisters will be selling root beer 
 oats and passing out gold ribbons to support the cause every day this week.
September 23,  2015
Beth West | News Editor
westb@mytjnow.com
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Beth West
westb@mytjnow.com
Winthrop Student Body 
President Ray McKetty has a lot 
on his plate for a 22-year-old 
college student. 
The junior English major hopes 
to teach high school English, but 
as of now he works as a desk host 
for Wofford Residence Hall. 
In his spare time, he enjoys 
working out. He thinks that a 
support system is one of the most 
important things you can have. 
News editor of The Johnsonian 
Beth West sat down with McKetty 
to discuss his future life plans and 
what inspires him to be a leader.
The Johnsonian: What made 
Winthrop the choice for you?
Ray McKetty: The energy of 
the campus when I walked around 
the first time really drew me in. I 
remember it was a cool autumn 
morning, and I enjoyed walking 
around and everyone I met was 
friendly. I liked what I saw.
TJ: What is your favorite color?
McKetty: This is going to 
sound really weird but I really like 
the whole spectrum of the sunset, 
whatever name that is -- dusk?
TJ: What are some of your life 
goals?
McKetty: One of my biggest 
life goals is to be self-sustainable 
and living a mentally, physically, 
spiritually healthy lifestyle. I want 
to get married. I think writing a 
book would be cool too.
TJ: If you did write a book, what 
would the genre be?
McKetty: Science fiction, I’m a 
big geek.
TJ: What is your 
favorite novel?
McKetty: The 
Gone series, I also 
really like the Percy 
Jackson series. All 
the big hits in middle 
and high school were 
good.
TJ: How is your 
coursework this 
year?
McKetty: It is 
a lot of reading. 
It’s always a lot of 
reading -- that’s 
expected with an 
English major, but 
I am also minoring in political 
science, which is also a lot of 
reading.
TJ: How is the balance of 
adjusting to student body 
president in addition to the 
other things that you do around 
campus?
McKetty: It’s different spheres 
of your life. You have your 
professional life, your work life, 
your leadership role and your 
work role and your student role. 
You just have to find a way to 
balance the three, and I think I 
have done a good job so far.
TJ: Has there been anything so 
far that you wish you would have 
delegated better or not signed up 
for?
McKetty: Not 
really, because this 
is what I signed up 
for, but it does get 
a little difficult with 
time management 
by keeping up with 
what you have to 
do and appearances 
you have to make.
TJ: What is the 
best part about 
being student body 
president?
McKetty: 
Knowing that you 
are playing a role 
in helping people, 
people that you see every day, 
on Scholars or walking through 
DiG’s. And knowing that you have 
a role that can affect change in 
their lives, change for the better. 
That is the best part, and the office 
is pretty cool too.
TJ: Throughout your college 
career has there ever been one 
thing that keeps you going?
McKetty: Just knowing the 
sacrifices that it took to get me 
and the expectations I have for 
myself and the expectations my 
family has for me. Knowing that I 
have a great support system, that 
is one of my biggest things, and 
I tell everyone that gives me the 
chance, that a support system is 
what really gives you strength, and 
God of course.
TJ: Who is in your support 
system?
McKetty: My family, my closest 
friends, some of whom I live with, 
some who are around campus, 
some folks at home  and my 
girlfriend. She has been a great 
support system. I try to keep my 
circle fairly small.
TJ: What is a fun fact about 
yourself?
McKetty: I am double jointed, 
and I have never broken a bone.
TJ: What do you want the 
students to know about you, 
in regards to your leadership 
position [student body president]?
McKetty: That I’m just like 
everyone else, and I am not just 
saying that. I truly want people 
to know that I’m not someone 
you cannot approach. I’m not 
the unapproachable guy who 
just shakes hands and makes 
speeches. I want to help Winthrop 
and everyone here. I want to help 
evoke positive change for the 
school that has done so much for 
me.
Student Spotlight: 
Student Body President Ray McKetty
I want to help 
evoke positive 
change for the 
school that has 
done so much 
for me. 
 
Ray McKetty
Student Body President
“”
Jacob Hallex  / The Johnsonian
Ray McKetty, Winthrop student body president speaking at the 2015 Convocation ceremony.
Chris Pizzello / Associated Press
Viola Davis accepts the award for outstanding lead actress in a drama series for “How to 
Get Away With Murder” at the 67th Primetime Emmy Awards on Sept. 20, at the Microsoft 
Theater in Los Angeles. 
Beth West
westb@mytjnow.com
Violia Davis opened a door for black 
women in television that should have 
never been closed on Sept. 20.
The Emmy Awards honored numer-
ous individuals in television. Violia 
Davis won the award for outstanding 
lead actress in a drama series with 
her performance in “How to get Away 
with Murder.” She was the first black 
female to win this category.
To kick start her speech she quoted 
Harriet Tubman, “In my mind, I see 
a line. And over that line, I see green 
fields and lovely flowers and beauti-
ful white women with their arms 
stretched out to me over that line. But 
I can’t seem to get there no how. I 
can’t seem to get over that line.” 
Davis went on to say, “And let me 
tell you something: The only thing 
that separates women of color from 
anyone else is opportunity. You can-
not win an Emmy for roles that are 
simply not there. So, here’s to all the 
writers, the awesome people that are 
Ben Sherwood, Paul Lee, Peter Now-
alk, Shonda Rhimes.
 People who have redefined what it 
means to be beautiful, to be sexy, to 
be a leading woman, to be black. And 
to the Taraji P. Hensons and Kerry 
Washingtons, the Halle Berrys, the 
Nicole Beharies, the Meagan Goodes, 
to Gabrielle Union. Thank you for 
taking us over that line. Thank you 
for the Television Academy. Thank 
you.”
Her speech was honest and pure. 
She has awakened a movement and 
has called out the society in which we 
live. 
Davis’ win has now set the stage for 
more intersectionality for individu-
als everywhere and will hopefully 
contribute to changing the direction 
of the society in which we live. 
Violia Davis won much more than an Emmy
4
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Thomas Calamia | Assistant News Editor
calamiat@mytjnow.com
“I don’t think that the class sizes 
will go up, because something 
just very ‘Winthropy’ is the 
intimate classroom size and 
the relationship between the 
professors and the students,” 
Nisbett said. “It’s a huge selling
Nisbett also believes that 24 
students in a classroom is a 
good medium for class sizes on a 
smaller campus.
“I tell students when I meet 
with them that Winthrop is small 
enough that you’re going to have a 
friend in a class, but large enough 
that you are going to meet new 
people,” she said. “I thinks that’s 
something that they are going to 
try and maintain.”
Winthrop students are also 
required to take three mandatory 
core courses including Writing 
Composition (WRIT 101), The 
Human Experience (HMXP 102), 
and Critical Reading, Thinking 
and Writing (CRTW 201) 
regardless of the student’s major. 
WRIT 101 can be replaced by 
a qualified AP test score on the 
language and composition, and 
literature and composition tests. 
However, CRTW 201 and HMXP 
102 must be taken at Winthrop.
Pewett said she took four 
English classes at York Tech, and 
Writing 101 was the only one that 
she was exempt from taking 
again at Winthrop. Pewett also 
said she had to take HMXP 102 
in Spring 2015 and is taking 
CRTW 201 this semester. 
“I feel that it is the same 
information I’ve been told for the 
past few years,” she 
said.
Dr. Casey 
Cothran, English 
Department 
associate professor 
and acting chair, 
said that required 
courses are hard to 
work with, because 
they are in such 
high demand that 
some students are 
forced to take them 
later on in their 
college career.
“When courses 
are full, sometimes 
younger students 
who are ahead, 
who may have 
AP credit, are unable to take the 
course until their sophomore 
year, because priority is given 
to those students who are 
closer to graduation and those 
students who need the course 
as a prerequisite for upper level 
courses,” Cothran said. “It’s also 
hard when there are fewer sections 
for students to do things like move 
sections. So, if you signed up for a 
course, but you may have gotten a 
job and another course is a better 
fit, if all the courses are full, your 
schedule is not as flexible.”
Not only does the influx of 
students create larger classes, but 
it also brings up the issue of space.
Cothran divulged 
that one of the reasons 
why it is difficult to 
get overrides into 
certain courses is 
there is simply not 
enough room in 
the classroom to 
accommodate more 
students.
Because Pewett is a 
transfer student and 
plans to study abroad 
next semester, she 
has gone through the 
process of overriding 
for classes many 
times.
“It was not a 
difficult process for 
me, because I am 
studying abroad next semester, 
and I am supposed to graduate 
in two semesters,” Pewett said. 
“It was pretty imperative for me 
to take the classes I needed to 
take this semester in order for my 
graduation day to stay on track, 
but I can see where it could be 
difficult for other students.”
Cothran said that he believes the 
faculty numbers have to increase 
alongside the student increase.
“While this may be a problem 
in residence halls now [max 
capacity], this is something that 
faculty and staff have to address in 
the coming years, because we are 
prepared to teach small class sizes 
with the number of students that 
are here,” Cothran said. 
The English professor also said 
that the professors and instructors 
at Winthrop are accustomed to 
working closely with students, 
teaching smaller amounts of 
students at a time and enjoy 
working one-on-one with their 
students. 
Cothran said that increasing 
enrollment and not increasing 
faculty numbers will eventually 
make the professors’ jobs more 
difficult. 
“Especially if this is a freshman 
class problem, one might need to 
make sure that there is enough 
faculty to continue to provide 
the kind of intimate learning 
environment that Winthrop prides 
itself on,” she said.
Like so many other Winthrop 
students, Pewett said that one of 
the biggest reasons she chose to 
study at Winthrop was the small 
student to faculty ratio. 
“I want the opportunity to 
cultivate relationships with 
professors, which is something I 
wasn’t able to do at York Tech,” 
Pewett said. 
ENROLLMENT • from front
This is something 
that faculty and 
staff have to 
address in the 
coming years 
because we are 
prepared to teach 
small class sizes.
 
Dr. Casey Cothran
English Department 
associate professor and 
acting chair
“”
Enrollment increase, less classroom space
How the United States 
Consititution is much more 
than an old piece of paper
Thomas Calamia
calamiat@mytjnow.com
Students gathered in Dina’s Place Thursday to 
celebrate Constitution Day by listening to guest 
speakers, thanks to the John C. West Forum 
on Politics and Policy, Phi Alpha Theta and Pi 
Sigma Alpha.
The event featured speakers Tim Boyland 
and Eddie Lee as they spoke to students about 
the historical and global significance of the 
governing document. 
After an introduction from Katarina Moyon, 
Lee co-founder of the West Forum, began his 
speech regarding the historical significance of 
the Constitution.
“It’s kind of like Fourth of July for us political 
science geeks,” Moyon said.
Lee, an Associate Professor of History at 
Winthrop, began with a speech regarding the 
origins of the Constitution. 
He said that the founders did not “walk 
down from the mountain tops holding the 
Constitution carved on a stone tablet.” 
The Constitution was instead a fix and 
compromise from the previous governing 
document of the country, the Articles of 
Confederation.
“It’s important for us to think about how the 
document itself was a product of compromise,” 
Lee said. “And how they met in that hot room 
in Philadelphia that they had to work out 
differences in, and they had to agree that this 
was the best that they could do considering the 
interest in this country. 
There is a real lesson in there for us in the 
United States in 2015, in that sometimes we 
have to compromise. Certainly they did that 
in Philadelphia, and we have to do that in our 
country at this time.”
Boyland, professor of political science at 
Winthrop, took the stage and spoke about the 
political significance of our Constitution. 
Boyland spent the 2013-2014 year on 
sabbatical in Europe and at the European 
Union studying different European countries’ 
constitutions and comparing them to our own. 
The United States’ Constitution is unique 
compared to some countries, like The 
Dominican Republic, which has had 32 different 
constitutions, or like others that have been 
amended several times.
“It remains an absolutely essential and potent 
part of our entire political system,” Boyland 
said. “What the Constitution says and what the 
Supreme Court decides the Constitution says 
guides so many critically important decisions 
and abilities and freedoms that we have in this 
country. 
So a reminder of that, that there is nothing 
perfect about it, and yet there is something truly 
important about it, I believe, allows Winthrop 
students to be aware of their Constitution and 
have a good realistic view of their Constitution.”
“I think it is important for everyone to 
think about the founding of our country and 
the longevity of the document itself,” said 
Moyon. “There are lots of other countries, as 
we’ve heard, around the world who struggle 
with rule of law and a system of government, 
and for some miraculous reason, maybe 
not so miraculous, but for some reason, our 
Constitution has really stood the test of time 
compared to others. 
So many other countries have used it as a 
model for their own government system that I 
think it’s really interesting for us to look at what 
works in our Constitution and what does not 
work and think about why those things exist and 
why we do things the way we do them.”
Conveying the importance of the constitution
Jacob Hallex / The Johnsonian
Police Blotters
Hit and run accident
09/17/15
 
At around noon, the reporting officer was dispatched to the parking lot of 
Johnson Hall in response to a hit and run. 
The witness told the officer that they saw a blue pick up truck hit a silver, 
two-door 2007 Honda Civic while backing out of a parking spot. 
According to the witness, the suspect left the scene after hitting the car.
The witness did not have any other information regarding the suspect or 
the suspect’s vehicle. 
The officer then called the victim, a Winthrop University instructor, to let 
her know about the situation and provided her with the proper paperwork 
to turn into her insurance company. 
The case was closed due to lack of suspect information.
Violation of noise ordinance
09/20/15
Saturday evening, at approximately midnight, the reporting officer was 
dispatched to a house on College Avenue in reference to a loud party in the 
area. According to the report, the reporting officer observed a large crowd in 
the backyard of the house. 
After knocking on the door of the house, a male opened the door and 
greeted the officer. The reporting officer asked the subject if he could speak 
with the owner or the person who lived in the residence. The subject stated 
that he would go look for the owner. 
According to the report, the officer observed approximately 60 to 70 
subjects in the backyard. The officer told all subjects that the party was over 
and everyone had to leave the area.
After waiting about 10 minutes at the back door, the house owner, 
21-year-old male, came to the front door and said he lived in the home and 
was hosting the party. 
The reporting officer advised the subject that he had received a noise 
complaint about the party and issued him a uniform traffic ticket for 
violation noise ordinance.
September 23, 2015
Daniel James | Science & Technology Editor
jamesd@mytjnow.com
5
“They felt that the arm 
movements were similar, the 
handhold grips were not similar,” 
Jenny said. “The physical 
movements, some of them are 
similar, but it’s not entirely 
accurate.”
In addition to the physical 
similarities of the game, the study 
also looked at perceptions of the 
activity.
“One thing we wanted to see 
is how people perceived rock 
climbing really was if they had 
never been rock climbing,” Jenny 
said. “If people are perceiving a 
sport as something it’s not, that 
can inhibit them actually wanting 
to participate.”
He said that the rock climbing 
was both more physically 
demanding and strategic than 
participants 
thought it was 
going to be. 
Many in the 
control group did 
not think about 
route selection 
and instead tried 
to move straight 
up, as if they were 
climbing a ladder. 
The video game 
helped with this, 
however.
Because the game 
is in third person, 
meaning that the 
player can see 
the body of their 
avatar, they were 
able to see more 
than those that 
went straight to the first person 
view on the wall. 
Participants who played the 
Kinect game could see more of the 
climbing area, could more easily 
spot alternate routes and, when 
they went to the real wall, were less 
likely to try climbing straight up.
“They felt that the video game 
would be very useful for people 
just having an introduction to 
climbing,” Jenny said. “They 
thought that the game would be 
useful for people with physical, 
especially lower leg, limitations.”
One reason the game would be 
good for someone with lower leg 
limitations is because while rock 
climbing uses lower body effort, 
the game uses mostly upper body 
movements. 
While some participants were 
able to get a feel for correct posture 
by viewing their avatar, the game 
did not give a good idea of what it 
is like to find footholds.
“The game didn’t really require 
you to have footholds at all, but 
you could jump to move up the 
wall, which many people felt 
was unrealistic,” Jenny said. “To 
actually grab and hang on to a 
handhold with your whole body 
coming down on it is not realistic 
for a beginner.”
“I learned a lot about the 
strategy, and it was a lot more fun, 
but it was not as strenuous,” study 
participant and physical education 
department chair Dan Drane said. 
“I also learned I enjoyed being 
on the wall more than I thought I 
would. It was a lot more satisfying 
than I thought it would be.”
The study found that playing the 
game did not motivate pursuit of 
future rock climbing. 
Authentic rock climbing, despite 
being more physically and mentally 
demanding, was found to be a 
greater motivator for 
future activity.
“Some of the 
common themes 
from [the focus 
group session] 
was some of them 
felt that if they 
weren’t good at the 
video game, they 
wouldn’t be good 
on the wall,” Jenny 
said.
He said that 
some of the 
students that were 
bad at the game 
excelled on the 
wall, while some 
were good at the 
game but had more 
trouble on the wall.
“I enjoyed being on the actual 
wall more,” Drane said. “It was 
more of a sense of satisfaction 
when you get to the top of the real 
wall than the top of the game. 
On the game, it is you, but it’s 
somebody else you are seeing. At 
the top of the climbing wall, you 
know that it’s your effort.”
Jenny and Schary are planning 
a study next month looking at to 
what extent American students can 
learn about the game of cricket by 
playing “Don Bradman Cricket 14” 
and whether their interest in the 
game would increase as a result of 
playing the game.
Anyone interested in 
participating in the study should 
contact Seth Jenny at jennys@
winthrop.edu. 
All participants were required to 
have no previous experience with 
the game.
Virtual rock climbing in West Center
Seth Jenny / Winthrop University
Study participant Dan Drane reaches for a handhold in “Kinect Sports Rivals.” 
Drane said that playing the game taught effective climbing strategies. 
Seth Jenny /  Winthrop University
Study participants climb the rock wall in the West Center. Half of the participants 
played “Kinect Sports Rivals” prior to climbing the wall. 
Althea Holenko / The Johnsonian
They thought 
that the game 
would be useful 
for people 
with physical, 
especially lower 
leg, limitations.
 
Seth Jenny
Physical Education 
Assistant Professor
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For optimal battery performance for smart phones and tablets, avoid overcharging the battery 
unless it is a new phone. Wait until the battery gets to about 10 percent, then recharge to 100 
percent. Once a month, it is also a good idea to drain the battery completely before recharging.
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Carolyn Rennix
rennixc@mytjnow.com
Winthrop junior Colby Coulter and 
senior Tristan Langley were the first 
Eagles to cross the finish line for the men 
and women’s teams at the 32nd annual 
Winthrop Adidas Invitational on Saturday. 
Both Winthrop teams placed third in the 
Division One. The men with a total of 66 
points and women with 88 points.
Appalachian State's men and women 
dominated both the men’s 8K and 
women’s 5K races and finished in first. 
The Mountaineers men had a perfect 
score of 15, with their top five runners 
crossing the line in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 
5th place.
University of South Carolina Upstate 
men and University of South Carolina 
Columbia women followed behind the 
Mountaineers, finishing in second in the 
Division One races. 
Both top performers for the Eagles 
placed in the top ten. 
Coulter ran the eighth fastest time in his 
division as he completed with a time of 
26:10.10 in the 8K. Langley finished ninth 
in the women's Division One with a time 
of 18:49.70 in the 5K. 
Here is a complete listing of the 
remaining Division One results for the 
Winthrop’s men’s team:
Sam DiBridge (11th, 26:47.80), Blake 
White (14th, 27:35.90), Cameron Ruppe 
(16th, 27:54.30), Eladio Wilkinson (17th 
28:04.10), Matthew Garcia-Lynn (20th, 
29:12.20), John Oliver (22nd, 29:56.20) 
and Matthew Egbert (30:13.90).
The remaining Lady Eagles results are as 
follows:
Emily Sparrow (16th, 19:33.00), 
Francesca Schoning (19th, 20:02.30), 
Victoria Burdette (21st, 20:21.00), Jessica 
Van Cleave (23rd, 20:57.50), Kelsey Ballou 
(26th, 21:23.50), Caitlin Pierson (28th, 
21:44.00), Jaclyn Baker (22:18.00) and 
Alexis Miller (22:34.20).
Men and women’s cross country finish third
Adarrell Gadsden
gadsdena@mytjnow.com
When talking Winthrop sports, 
the most familiar name you’ll 
hear is Gregg Marshall. 
The former head coach of the 
Winthrop men’s basketball team 
led the Eagles to seven NCAA 
tournaments, six Big South 
regular season championships 
and six tournament 
championships. 
When Marshall was at the 
helm, sold out seating at the 
Winthrop Coliseum and NCAA 
tourney appearances were the 
norm. 
Marshall has since moved on 
to Wichita State, another mid-
major team he has turned into a 
perennial powerhouse.
While Marshall’s legacy 
at Winthrop is a great one, 
Winthrop Athletic Director Tom 
Hickman has to be acknowledged 
for his ability to find talent at the 
coaching ranks. 
Current coaches as well as past 
coaches have proven major to the 
success of the Eagles then and 
now.
One coach is Winthrop’s 
women’s head basketball coach 
Kevin Cook. Cook came in as an 
assistant with Marlene Stollings 
in 2011. 
Stollings would leave Winthrop 
after just a year but would leave 
behind a man with vast coaching 
experience who would change 
the trajectory of the Winthrop 
women’s basketball team. 
In Cook’s first season as head 
man he led the Eagles to their 
first regular season conference 
championship and the team’s 
first ever postseason tournament 
where the Lady Eagles would get 
to the second round of the NIT, 
before falling to the University of 
Florida. 
Cook, however, 
wasn’t done 
yet. In his next 
season Cook led 
the Lady Eagles 
to their first ever 
NCAA tournament 
appearance after 
winning the team's 
first Big South 
Tournament.
Cook is also a 
mentor to one 
of Winthrop’s 
younger coaches, 
head men’s 
basketball coach 
Patrick Kelsey. 
Kelsey’s style, however, differs 
from Cook’s. 
Cook usually moves up and 
down the sidelines relaxed and 
patient, strategically watching to 
decide on what changes he needs 
to make. Kelsey, however, is high 
octane and full of energy.
Kelsey in his first head coaching 
job is young and in for a long 
coaching career. 
Kelsey who played his college 
ball at Xavier was able to learn 
from one of the great names in 
basketball the late Skip Prosser. 
Spending his time as an assistant 
for Prosser at Wake Forrest. 
Kelsey would return to his Alma 
Mater and serve as an associate 
head coach before moving to 
Winthrop.
Kelsey started at Winthrop 
and maybe didn’t 
have the season he 
had originally hope 
for, but when year 
two rolled around 
his team looked 
ready and hungry to 
compete in the Big 
South.
 Going 20-13 
on the season the 
Eagles tied for 
second in the Big 
South’s South 
division. 
The Eagles would 
make their way 
too the conference 
tournament 
championship game to rival 
Coastal Carolina. The next year, 
he would yield the same results 
for Winthrop. 
The team would advance to the 
tournament championship game 
and lose to Coastal Carolina. 
In his fourth season, Kelsey has 
been able to bring in some of his 
own recruits and has a Winthrop 
team poised to make a run at not 
only the Big South Tournament 
championship but a regular 
season championship. 
Kelsey may eventually find 
himself coaching 82 games a year 
one day.
Hickman is also responsible 
for bringing in head women’s 
lacrosse coach John Sung. Sung 
is a proven winner and recruiter. 
Sung in not only his third year 
as head coach but in the team’s 
third year of existence was able 
to win the Big South Conference 
regular season championship, 
as well as the tournament 
championship. 
Leading the Lady Eagles to 
their first NCAA tournament 
appearance. The Eagles would 
lose in the first round to Virginia. 
When Sung isn’t roaming the 
sidelines of Eagle Field, he is 
working with the Haudenosaunee 
Nation Women’s team. 
Sung led the team to the IFL 
Lacrosse World Cup, where his 
team would come up just short, 
losing the gold medal to the 
United States in 2013.
Sung’s Winthrop team is also 
the first lacrosse team to earn 
a win at the Big House in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.
These are just a few of the 
coaches at Winthrop who are 
helping build not only the 
Winthrop brand, but their own. 
Hopefully Winthrop will continue 
to find and retain great coaches.
Winthrop coaches on another level
Colby Coulter takes the lead for the Eagles with University of South Carolina Upstate runner 
Griffin Eubanks during the Winthrop Invitational 8K.
Photos by Carolyn Rennix / The Johnsonian
Sam DiBridge follows behind Colby Coulter and leads three other Eagles halfway through the 
race at Winthrop Invitational Saturday morning.
Current coaches as 
well as past coaches 
have proven major 
to the success of 
the Eagles then and 
now.
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Women’s Soccer
9/23 @ 6 p.m.
Eagle Field
9/26 @ 7 p.m.
Boiling Springs, NC
Men’s Soccer
9/22 @ 7 p.m.
Eagle Field
9/26 @ 12 p.m.
Lynchburg, VA
Volleyball
9/25 @ 7 p.m.
Winthrop Coliseum
9/26 @ 4 p.m.
Winthrop Coliseum
9/29 @ 7 p.m.
Winthrop Coliseum
Men’s Golf
9/28 Shoal Creek Invitational
Women’s Golf
9/28 Lady Pirate Intercollegiate
Adarrell Gadsden
gadsdena@mytjnow.com
Entering their fourth year of 
play, the Winthrop women’s 
lacrosse head coach John Sung  
announced his team’s 2015 Fall 
Schedule. 
The Eagles who won their 
first Big South conference title 
in the Spring are looking to 
not only repeat this previous 
year’s success, but to hopefully 
go further in the national 
tournament.
 The Lady Eagles made 
their first NCAA Tournament 
appearance after winning the 
Big South in 2015 but couldn’t 
get past difficult Atlantic Coastal 
Conference powerhouse Virginia.
This fall Winthrop’s biggest 
tests look to come against teams 
playing in the ACC. 
Their first contest of the fall will 
be against the Lady Tar Heels. 
Winthrop will travel to Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina on Sept. 
25, where they’ll face a North 
Carolina team who fell in the 
Championship game against 
Maryland.
The Lady Eagles schedule also 
include a few play days where 
the team will either host or travel 
to another university and play 
several teams. 
The first is the day after the 
Eagles’ trip to Chapel Hill. 
On Sept. 26 the Eagles will host 
their own play day. Winthrop will 
play host to several teams from 
across the region. 
The Eagles will host Queens 
University, Presbyterian College, 
Elon University, University of 
Mount Olive and Kennesaw State 
University.
The Lady Eagles will also head 
to High Point and Virginia Tech 
these games will allow Winthrop 
to compete with many of their 
Big South foes including Coastal 
Carolina, High Point, Liberty and 
Longwood.
Winthrop’s last play day will 
be a trip to Duke University. If 
the Eagles draw the Lady Blue 
Devils they will face another 
ACC opponent who made it to 
championship weekend in the 
NCAA tournament. 
Duke fell in the semifinals to 
the same North Carolina team 
the Lady Eagles will face off 
against earlier on in their 2015 fall 
campaign.
Winthrop is looking to earn 
its second Big South Conference 
Championship in Women’s 
Lacrosse and advance further in 
the national tournament in 2016. 
The regular season begins in late 
February. 
Women’s lacrosse team
announces fall schedule
Winthrop would take plenty of shots during 
the half but would be unable to capitalize. 
The Lady Eagles took 12 shots in the first 
half compared to the Lady Bulldogs only 
taking four.
Winthrop would take the 1-0 lead into 
halftime.
The first twenty minutes of the second half 
didn’t yield much for either side but at the 72 
minute mark Winthrop senior Megan David 
took over finding the back of the net off a 
ball played across the box by forward Mia 
Schribeis. 
Fifteen minutes later David would have 
another chance this time off a ball played by 
Lady Eagle defensive player Lauren Kelly.
Winthrop would finish the game with 
22 total shots, six of which were on goal 
compared to nine shots by the Citadel, with 5 
being on target.
Lady Eagle’s goalkeeper Carolina Duncan 
was able to keep everything in front of her 
with no goals against and getting her hands 
on all of the Lady Bulldogs shots. Duncan 
would go all the way in goal for Winthrop.
Mora of the Citadel would save three of 
Winthrop’s shots on goal and miss three. 
Mora played the full 90 minutes for the 
Citadel in goal.
Lady Eagles freshman forward JoJo Taylor 
was unable to get her name on the score 
sheet but was impressive in making chances 
for herself.
 Taylor took five shots, two of which were 
on target but saved by Citadel’s Mora.
Winthrop’s next outing is Wednesday 
night at 6 p.m. against Big South foe UNC 
Asheville. 
The Eagles will begin their in conference 
schedule at Eagle Field.
SOCCER • from front
Halie West / The Johnsonian
Junior Macey Bosley defended the Lady Eagle’s nest and sent the ball for-
ward at the Sept. 15 game.
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Photographer 
showcases photos of 
physically impaired 
men and women
Kali Coleman
colemank@mytjnow.com
Brian Steel doesn’t like the term 
“handicapped.” As Steel explains our 
discriminatory language towards the 
impairment, he describes the word 
by breaking it apart. 
“Handy” means useful, but “cap” 
means a limit or restriction. Instead 
of describing himself as having 
limited usefulness, Steel prefers the 
term “impaired.”
On Wednesday, Steel brought his 
photography exhibition, Impaired 
Perceptions, to Winthrop. 
Impaired Perceptions is a black 
and white photo project that 
showcases portraits of people with 
various impairments. 
The portrait series highlights 
both individuals with very visible 
impairments and those with less 
visible impairments.
“You don’t know a person’s 
story until they tell it to you,” said 
Steel, referencing his decisions to 
include both visible and non-visible 
impairments in his series.
Steel himself was born 
with Congenital Fiber Type 
Disproportion. CFTD affects the 
body’s muscles, usually causing 
loss of muscle tone and muscle 
weakness. The muscle weakness 
affects Steel’s appearance.
The problem with noticeable 
and non-noticeable physical 
impairments is the perception 
people tend to have about them. 
People with noticeable 
impairments are viewed as 
less-than, while those with non-
noticeable impairments are thought 
to be “faking” their disability. 
Defined as “ableism,” these 
perceptions cause people to 
discriminate against impaired 
individuals, because they view them 
as helpless or unable to function in 
everyday society.
“We feel most secure when we 
understand things,” said Steel. This 
is part of the reason he has produced 
this project -- to help people 
understand those with impairments.
Before the open gallery, Steel 
presented his various portraits in 
Dina’s Place. 
With each portrait, he told stories 
about the people. The audience 
wasn’t just looking at a photographs 
of people with a disability; they were 
learning about complex, interesting 
individuals.
Steel shot each portrait with a 
solid black backdrop. Using the 
tenebrism technique, he used a 
sharp light and dark contrast to 
draw the viewer to the subject, the 
individual. 
Steel’s main emphasis was direct 
eye-contact.
“The perspective of the camera 
determines how a viewer sees the 
subject,” Steel said.
The portraits were all shot at eye-
level, which Steel felt was important. 
Shooting from below or above, the 
viewer is either looking down on the 
subject or looking up at the subject. 
Steel felt that eye-level was the 
most empowering viewpoint, 
because the viewer can relate more 
to someone with whom they are on 
eye-level.
The series includes two photos of 
Steel, one from the front and one 
from the back, and various photos of 
other individuals with impairments. 
All of them have unique stories 
and lives. 
He highlights Kyle Benedict, an 
interior designer who was born able-
bodied but then got into an accident 
that left him disabled. 
Steel photographed Empish 
Thomas, a blind woman who 
majored in journalism and works at 
the Center for the Visually Impaired. 
He also captured people like 
Richard Corbett, a body-builder, and 
Barry Lee, an artist who created the 
OBCan project, where he painted 
eye-catching designs on trash cans 
so that people would be drawn to 
them and litter less.
During the exhibit, the audience 
was shown two video interviews, 
including Jessica Blinkhorn, 
an artist and an art instructor 
at Georgia Perimeter College. 
Blinkhorn’s work focuses on 
feminism, because it reflects the 
female perspective, as well as the 
female perspective of living with a 
disability.
Blinkhorn uses her art to advocate 
for feminism and individuals with 
disabilities, but her own impairment 
will eventually stop her from 
creating art with her hands. Even 
though her ability to draw and paint 
will go away, teaching is what keeps 
her going.
“I was given this really amazing 
gift of teaching. In actuality, it will 
be as though I continue to create, 
and I’ll continue to create because 
I taught [my students], and then 
they’ll teach, and then those people 
will teach,” said Blinkhorn.
All the people Steel photographed 
have impairments, whether visible 
or otherwise. As Steel presented the 
portraits, the audience was told their 
stories. 
They were told about their lives, 
their jobs and their endeavors. 
Instead of just seeing an impaired 
person and dismissing them as less 
than, the audience had to look at 
them and relate to them as real, 
important people.
With his Impaired Perceptions 
series, Steel hopes to battle the 
ignorance of ableism. 
He hopes to express that you don’t 
know someone’s capability just by 
looking at them. 
People with impairments are 
just that -- people. They deserve 
to be respected as such, and they 
especially deserve to be able to share 
their stories. 
While the people featured in 
the series all have impairments, 
Steel strives to show and battle the 
true impairment – people’s ableist 
perceptions. 
Kali Coleman / The Johnsonian
Winthrop student Rickey Baisley views Steel’s portrait series in Lewandowski Gallery.
Kali Coleman / The Johnsonian
Brian Steel presents his series “Impaired Perceptions” in Dina’s Place.
This genre 
expresses the 
independence 
of the university 
aged students as 
they break into 
the world.
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Once classes begin, reading 
becomes less of a pleasure and more 
of a chore for university students. 
However, for those students who 
read anyway and seek out new, 
interesting literature, a genre called 
New Adult has emerged.
Emerging in the past decade, 
this genre consists of romance, real 
life problems and realistic endings 
-- instead of the storybook happily 
ever after. 
Some of these real life struggles 
include drug addiction, alcoholism, 
depression and bipolar disorder. 
The real draw to this genre for 
college student is the fact that the 
characters are between the ages of 
18 and 25.
Most people like to be able to 
relate with the main character. This 
type of genre makes that easier than 
other genres for college students, 
because the main character is 
usually the same age and has similar 
problems as them.
Similar to Young Adult (YA), this 
genre is considered an older version 
of the popular YA genre. New Adult 
has more explicit content with 
dark social issues, combined with 
sexual encounters. And it has been 
criticized for these themes.
Yet, authors such as Jamie 
McGuire, who penned 
the novel “A Beautiful 
Disaster”, have found 
this particular genre 
to be profitable and  
fulfilling. The themes of 
“A Beautiful Disaster” 
included a fantastical 
view of gambling, 
drinking, ring fighting 
and emotional 
devastation in 
familial and romantic 
relationships. 
Senior English 
major, Holly Webb, 
understands the 
perspective of the 
characters in this genre, 
because she fits into 
the age group to which it is geared. 
She likes that this genre is trying to 
connect with new adults.
“It fills a need that the reading 
community has,” Webb said. “Young 
Adults are often left out of a lot 
communities, such as in church 
communities there are things for 
teenagers or mothers but nothing 
for those in between. This New 
Adult genre means that that age 
group isn’t being left out for once.”
This genre expresses the 
independence of 
university-aged 
students as they break 
into the world. 
Some of the novels 
may plunge into the 
darker sides of the real 
world, but in the end, 
they show an important 
change that occurs 
when someone breaks 
the mold for the first 
time. 
New Adult tackles 
mature subject matters, 
adding friendship and 
romance, with which 
readers are so familiar. 
It’s like taking a ride 
down a road they have 
traveled before, but they have a 
tendency to take readers on an 
emotional roller coaster.
Jane Jorgenson, a writer for the 
Library Journal, reviews this genre 
of New Adult in her article “A World 
of Firsts - Genre Spotlight: New 
Adult.” 
Jorgenson believes that New Adult 
is something to appeal to readers as 
they watch these characters take on 
responsibilities that college students 
are also facing. 
It’s similar to watching Young 
Adult characters grow up, and 
Jorgenson observes how the genre 
of Young Adult began in a much 
similar fashion. 
These authors are real people, 
and they intertwine experiences of 
real life people with their fictional 
characters to present situations 
that actual college students might 
experience. 
Some critics abhor the use of 
sexual content and violence in these 
novels, but the reality is that these 
situations occur. 
There is sex and violence in 
life, and it’s easier for people, 
particularly younger generations, 
to learn how to approach certain 
situations through example. 
So, while these story lines and 
themes may be over-dramatized, 
New Adult seems to be a rapidly 
rising star for university students 
from all walks of life, for they 
can internalize their broader 
significance or simply enjoy an 
interesting new read. 
New Adult genre rapidly rising in popularity
9
September 23, 2015
Dramatic Dialogues 
performs college scenarios 
about sex, relationships and 
assault
Christine Buckley
buckleyc@mytjnow.com
One out of five women is sexually assaulted in 
college. 
“When you look at an audience of women 
and realize that out of every five, one of them is 
going to have something happen to them, that 
is devastating,” said actress for GTC Dramatic 
Dialogues Kathryn Fumie. 
GTC Dramatic Dialogues gave an interactive 
performance titled “Speaking of Sex” on Sept. 16 
in Tillman Auditorium that educated students 
about not only sexual assault but also the dangers 
of sexual miscommunication. 
Their aim is to lower the number of sexual 
assaults on campuses throughout the United 
States. 
“One in five is an unacceptable statistic, and 
until that statistic is zero, we need to keep 
talking to more and more people,” said host 
facilitator of the event Ben McGinley.   
GTC addresses issues by having the 
audience discuss with the actors and each 
other so they can think as well as develop 
educated opinions. 
This type of performance is known as 
“Theatre of the Oppressed,” which allows the 
audience to intervene with the performance 
and ask questions for the characters in the 
show. 
GTC is affiliated with the company High 
Impact Training, and they go to colleges to 
discuss topics centered on sexual assault, 
diversity and substance abuse. 
“We found that it is a really great way to 
have the students be able to talk about actions, 
behavior and opinions in a way that takes the 
onus off of them,” McGinley said.
They don’t have to stand up and state 
personal statements. They can direct their 
questions and comments at this entity that has 
to answer for themselves,” Fumie said. 
This event was a requirement for Greek Life 
to attend. Jordan Freeman, a junior French 
major who is also a member of Chi Omega, 
said that the event is beneficial to Greek Life 
since it is a large organization that can make an 
impact.   
“Sororities are dedicated to fostering better 
relationships with women.” Freeman said. 
“How can you create better friendships with 
your sister if you can’t understand what they 
are going through?”    
The performance started out with McGinley 
asking the audience to define communication. 
One of the students who introduced herself 
as Carmen said, “Communication, from what 
I learn, is a sender giving a message to a 
receiver that is mutually understood by the two 
parties.”
There are various methods of 
communication, but the majority can fit into 
two categories: verbal and nonverbal. 
McGinley stated that 85 percent of our 
communication is nonverbal. Some of the 
students stated that verbal communication is 
more effective since it can be used to help solve 
problems. 
Others said nonverbal communication can go 
across language barriers, and some people might 
be too afraid to speak up. 
When McGinley asked the audience to define 
sex. Many found it difficult to define the word in 
a way that everyone could accept.
The first scene was performed by Ben Kolis and 
Fumie. They acted as Nick and Jessica, who are 
two college students at a party where alcohol is 
being served. 
This scene focused on the issue of alcohol 
inhibiting one’s ability to think and altering one’s 
sense of judgement. 
While under the influence of alcohol, Nick tries 
to talk Jessica into going upstairs with him. 
She tries to tell him that she would rather stay 
where she is at and be close to her friend. After 
the scene, the audience discussed what messages 
could be learned from the performance. 
These messages included “stick with your 
friends when attending a party,” “do not attempt 
to convince an intoxicated person to sleep with 
you” and “make sure that you know what is in 
your drink.” 
The second scene focused on 
miscommunication in relationships. Shawn 
Dunbar and Kolis perform as a gay couple 
who realizes their relationship is understood 
differently by the two parties after the 
character Ken, performed by Dunbar, slept 
with someone else at a party. 
Ken never believed that he was in a 
relationship with Ben; however, Ben thought 
they were a couple and feels betrayed. 
This scene asked whether sex can change a 
relationship, and students in the audience 
had diverse opinions on the topic. 
The last scene focused on the issue of rape. 
Kolis and Fumie perform as Tom and Nicole, 
a couple who have only been dating for a 
week. Nicole wants to hang out with Tom, but 
she is not in the mood for sex. 
When this became clear, Tom was about 
to leave but Nicole wanted him to stay to 
hang out. Tom misunderstood this message 
and thought she was changing her mind and 
wanted to sleep with him. When he decided to 
stay, he became forceful with Nicole. 
The character Tom does not believe he 
has committed rape, but it is clear to Nicole 
and the audience that a crime has been 
committed.   
“There has to be a verbal yes consent,” said 
one of the audience members. 
Many in the audience stressed that a 
couple can hang out without having sex and 
that sex should not be a requirement in a 
relationship. 
Out of 90 percent of the sexual assaults, 
whether they are completed or attempted, 
that happen on college campuses are only 
perpetrated by 7 percent of the men on 
campus. 
In other words, many of the men who have 
raped women have raped more than one 
woman, according to McGinley.
The show also stressed that women are 
the majority who get sexually assaulted; 
however, men can become victims as well. 
“Six percent of men on college campuses 
are victims of sexual assault, and almost all 
of the time, they have been raped or sexually 
assaulted by another heterosexual man,” 
McGinley said. 
The point of this event is to get students 
to think and reevaluate their opinions about 
communication and sex. 
“The point is to get the conversation going. 
When people start talking, they don’t always 
have a conclusion, which is good, but sometimes 
it takes some people to process, and when they 
stop talking they realized they said some really 
strange things,” Kolis said. 
If you or anyone you know has been a victim of 
sexual assault, Health and Counseling Services in 
the Crawford Building provides counseling and 
victims assistance.
Speaking of sex
Christine Buckley / The Johnsonian
Ben Kolis and Shawn Dunbar perform as Ben and Ken who are having trouble with miscommunication.
Reagan Martin / The Johnsonian
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We take classes not because we want to, but 
because—for the most part—they are required 
for our major.  It was mandatory that every 
Winthrop student take a set of “Gen Ed” courses 
that, many times, had nothing to do with his or 
her major.
Being an English major, I saw no reason as to 
why it was required that I take MATH 150.  I was 
supposed to be drowning myself in literature, not 
listening to my professor talk endlessly.
However, it is also important to point out 
the mathematics major’s view on the general 
education courses as well.  Why, for instance, 
would someone majoring in math have to take a 
CRTW course that is all about learning to read 
and write critically?
And I know what you’re thinking: “It’s so 
the student can be a versatile, well-informed  
individual!” 
Think of this: a schedule with classes that meet 
when you want them to meet, a schedule that 
contained classes you actually want to take.  A 
perfect schedule. How much easier do you think 
it would be for you to work towards getting your 
degree? The answer is simple: a lot easier
        In making my own schedule, I would not 
hesitate to start my classes on or around eight in 
the morning.  There are many reasons this would 
benefi t not only me, but other students as well.
Having early classes means fi nishing the school 
day earlier, and fi nishing the school day earlier 
means having the rest of the day to focus on 
things that need to get done. 
When students have classes that let out late, 
there is more that the student has to worry  about 
later.  Getting dinner before student meal plans 
end, for example, is a fi rst priority.  Other factors 
to consider are attending tutoring sessions, going 
to the gym or making it to club meetings.
Having the school day 
done by the afternoon is 
benefi cial, because it allows 
the student to have the rest 
of the day ahead of them.  
That means having plenty 
of time to work around 
scheduling that Writing 
Center appointment for 
CRTW.
        Dr. Dan Reimold, 
a journalism professor at 
the University of Tampa, 
confi rms the benefi ts of 
early courses in his USA 
Today article, “Early 
Classes Equals Higher 
College Grades”: “A 
morning class can often be 
the catalyst for students 
to get to sleep earlier, 
complete work more 
effi  ciently, and, most importantly, stay sober,” he 
said.
        Why might sobriety matter?  As he tells us, 
“alcohol use is by far the most grade-debilitating 
behavior of student night owls.” 
        The most shocking discovery in the article 
came from the results of a test group of students 
from St. Lawrence University in New York 
Reimold found that there exists “a slight drop in 
student grade point averages for each hour a class 
starts later.”
        In having a perfect schedule, it is not only 
important to look at when to start classes, but  
also what types of classes to take.  Naturally, the 
schedule should be fi lled only with classes that 
have to do with a student’s major. 
No matter what major, there are always some 
classes within it that are geared specifi cally to 
look at certain concepts in a fun and interesting 
way. 
In the English department, for example, there 
are classes students may take such as Poetry 
and Novel Writing, Fairytale Literature, and 
even a class on the literary merits of Harry 
Potter.  Psychology courses even off er up some 
exciting themes, such as PSYC 320, which looks 
at how race, culture and ethnicity play a part in 
development of identity.
Not only are these classes interesting, but they 
are also benefi cial to the students who take them.  
Classes like these allow students to delve into the 
specifi cs of their major. 
This kind of “perfect schedule” makes for an 
exciting agenda to follow, one that makes it that 
much easier to get through school.  
If students took classes that were actually a 
part of their major rather than courses that are 
required because everyone has to take them, 
students would undoubtedly benefi t. 
A major is something that is chosen based 
on interest and ability and should not require 
courses that have nothing to do with the major 
itself.
What makes a perfect class schedule 
Althea Holenko / The Johnsonian
Best West
westb@mytjnow.com
When I fl ipped the coin in the air 
I knew right away that I wanted it 
to land on tails, I wanted to go to 
Winthrop University. One of the 
factors, besides the coin fl ip, that 
infl uenced my decision to go to 
Winthrop was the fact that this is a 
medium sized university. 
I went to a very small high school 
in McBee, South Carolina. There 
were about 500 students that 
spanned 7th through 12th grade. 
I knew that I did not really need 
to go to a large school. I knew that 
I would not be able to handle it, 
that it would be too overwhelming 
and I would just become another 
number to an institution. 
However, something that bears 
some thinking, now that Winthrop 
is beginning to participate in vast 
changes, is class size and total 
enrollment.
 I want Winthrop to thrive and 
have the best of the best, and I 
want Winthrop to have as much 
money as possible to further my 
development under the principles 
to which Winthrop holds students 
accountable.
But I do not want to see 
Winthrop grow into a school that 
has upwards of 20,000 students. 
Currently, the class of 2019 is 
larger than my class, 2018, by 
approximately 200 students, 
which does not seem like that 
much of an increase, but let’s 
analyze the logistics.
The Residence Life policy states 
that if you live more than 50 
miles away from campus, you 
must live in an on-campus dorm 
for your freshman 
and sophomore 
years. A policy that 
has had a lot of 
discussion but also 
a policy that I fully 
comprehend and 
endorse. But now 
think of this: if we 
continue to increase 
each incoming 
freshman class 
by the formula of 
previous class plus 
200, we will have 
an outstanding 
amount of students 
in a few years. 
While, this may 
take a few years 
to really take eff ect at Winthrop, 
it has already begun to aff ect us 
now. There was about a period of a 
week where students were sleeping 
in suites with six students to a 
suite. There has also been, in my 
experience, a longer wait in lines 
to get into events and buy food. 
This class size and total 
enrollment increase needs to get 
people thinking about space. Will 
we run out of space at some point? 
If the residence life policy remains 
the same, then we will have to 
eventually look to adding a new 
residence hall on campus or look 
into changing the Residence Life 
policy. 
This year we also had 
a lot of students opt 
to remain on campus, 
though they are not 
required to, which I 
think speaks wonders 
of the residence 
life that we have on 
campus. I plan on 
living on campus 
until I graduate due 
to the pleasure I have 
had previously with 
Res Life and the ease 
and convenience 
of being in walking 
distance. 
Something else to 
analyze that stems 
from total enrollment is the faculty 
to student ratio. On average the 
ratio is 23 students per faculty 
member.
If enrollment is increasing, 
then will we need to look into 
hiring more faculty members? 
Are we going to need to build 
new classrooms? Are we even 
interested in keeping Winthrop at 
a medium size? Is it possible that 
we are going to end up with over 
30 students per classroom?
I would like to know what the 
plan is for this issue. I want to 
know, because it will aff ect how 
much money I give back to this 
school when alumni donation time 
comes around. 
I want to know, because I feel 
that one of the reasons why 
Winthrop feels like home for so 
many students is the size; there is 
a small town vibe that this schools 
gives. 
We are small enough to know 
quite a few people, but we are still 
large enough to be able to meet 
someone new every day. 
There is also a certain 
community feel and aspect to the 
Winthrop culture that I cannot 
imagine would stay the same if we 
have a large student population. 
My hope is that you have begun 
to think about why you went to 
Winthrop and how class size aff ect 
you. 
I would like to hear discussions 
and conversations about this issue, 
because eventually it will become 
a problem. And our school, that 
we all love so much, could become 
something diff erent: an entirely 
new university.
Does Class Size Matter?
If enrollment 
is increasing 
then will we 
need to look 
into hiring 
more faculty 
members?
 
Beth West
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During the past few decades, 
and especially in the last year , the 
transgender community has been 
brought into the public spotlight. 
As the “T” in LGBT has become 
more visible, many questions have 
come to light about what actually 
happens during a person’s gender 
transition. 
The quick answer is that it’s 
none of your damn business.
Just days before her coming out 
as a transgender woman, Caitlyn 
Jenner stepped out on to the patio 
of her $3.5 million dollar Malibu 
home to smoke a cigarette. 
Over a mile away, a 
photographer was setting up an 
illegal telephoto lens, hoping 
to capture images of the then-
illusive Jenner.
The photographs captured were 
the first look the world had at 
Caitlyn, a moment that she had 
planned for months later on the 
cover of Vanity Fair. 
Jenner revealed in the first episode of her 
docu-series on the E! Network, which has made 
members of the Kardashian-Jenner family 
millions of dollars, that she was willing to pay 
$250,000 for information about the illusive 
paparazzi who distributed these unauthorized 
photographs.
Time and time again in media interviews, 
transgender celebrities have been questioned 
about their transitions. 
All of these instances are different and deeply 
personal. Take Wendy Williams’ questioning 
of “Orange is the New Black” star Laverne Cox 
about what she referred to as her “tasteful” 
breasts, after bombarding her with questions 
about her transition-related surgeries.
Even the revered journalist Barbara Walters 
has had several flubs with transgender 
interviewees. 
Walters once asked Jenna Talackova, a 
Canadian Miss Universe contestant, what she 
would look like if she undressed right there in 
front of her and the cameras. 
Implying that there would be something 
wrong, different under Talackova’s dress.
News and media have been treating 
transgender people like objects for years, 
with questions and dialect that is completely 
inappropriate. 
But imagine what everyday trans persons go 
through on a day-to-day basis.
In April 2011, the Williams Institute estimated 
that there are about 700,000 transgender adults 
living in the United States. I'm sure that number 
is shocking to many.
Even greater a number than that however, 
would be the inclusion of transgender teens and 
children. 
America has been exposed to many 
transgender children recently, including Jazz 
Jennings, a young trans activist and YouTube 
personality.
Imagine how many transgender people are 
still hiding their true identity based on the fear 
that they will be mocked, bullied, rejected or 
even killed. 
Dozens of transgender Americans are victims 
of homicide each year even in some of the more 
liberal parts of the nation, like New York City.
Last year in our state, a South Carolina teen 
was forced to remove her everyday makeup and 
female clothing before taking her driver's license 
photo. 
Chase Culpepper, a transgender teen, 
presented herself as female, because that 
matches her gender identity.
But because the state still recognized her sex 
as male, the DMV workers forced her to strip 
her identity to take a photo that was supposed to 
represent her everyday appearance. 
This is an utter disgrace for this state.
What the state and media need to realize is 
that institutions feed into personal prejudices 
and discrimination. 
Even with the growing social acceptance of 
transgender people, the lack of federal and state 
rights has left a big hole in the movement for 
equality.  
Privacy stripped away from trans people
Althea Holenko / The Johnsonian
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Some students may recall past incidents 
that have happened on campus involving the 
safety of students. 
New students may not know this, but it’s 
important to be vigilant in staying safe no 
matter the community, because tragedy can 
strike anywhere. We urge students to be wary 
of a number of safety issues on campus.
Students walking to class need to 
remember the age-old “look both ways before 
crossing” rule. 
Some may think that safety can be found 
on crosswalks, but it always pays to be 
double sure before stepping off that curb. 
While drivers do need to recognize that 
pedestrians have the right of way, some 
students believe that getting hit by a car 
would solve all of their monetary issues and 
their schooling could be paid for. 
But, some fail to realize that the driver can 
simply drive away and be lost or you could 
end up wheeling across the graduation stage 
instead of walking. 
No money is worth your safety and health. 
Other safety hazards that students might 
not be aware of include the lighting, or lack 
thereof, around the coliseum. 
During the day it is perfectly fine, but 
please remember to stay extra aware of your 
surroundings when walking on campus after 
dark. 
We suggest walking in pairs or groups, 
download apps that can alert anyone if you 
or a friend is hurt, walk with awareness. And 
above all, stay safe and be careful. 
Sabrina Dorfman
dorfmans2@winthrop.edu
When juniors and seniors in 
high school start mulling through 
university sites and pamphlets, the 
majors offered are a big deciding 
factor towards which collegiate path 
they choose.  Other popular topics 
entering students might ponder are 
party life, Greek life and the social 
scene.
There are a number of reasons for 
attending a university and gaining a 
degree, especially in today’s society.  
One of the most important reasons 
is gaining knowledge in classes and 
in the majors we choose.  
Thorough knowledge is attained 
by paying attention and being 
diligent about soaking in the 
material offered in class, but mostly, 
having an engaging professor who 
makes the material relatable and as 
interesting as possible.  
I, personally, would decide against 
a professor who simply reads 
off PowerPoint and slides into a 
monotone voice without looking up 
at the class, engaging in questions 
and asking for feedback from the 
material.  Students at Winthrop 
have responded to what they prefer 
and hope for in their professors, 
present and future.  
Mass communication major, 
Elaina Provencher, is taking 
a semester here from Quebec, 
Canada.
 “A professor who gives specific 
examples of assignments, who 
has a well-structured class with a 
thorough syllabus.  I also prefer a 
teacher who searches for feedback 
from the class and that will dole 
out constructive 
criticism as needed,” 
Provencher said. 
Junior, political 
science major, Corey 
Brausch, agrees that 
good professors are 
those that make the 
subject interesting.
“Honest, critical, 
but kind spoken. 
Someone who will 
make a joke out of 
someone's alarm 
going off instead 
of yelling at the 
student. A teacher 
who makes the most 
mundane topic and 
turns it into the most 
crazy and exciting 
conversation without 
any constrictions,” 
Brausch said.  “My 
favorite teacher that 
I have ever come 
across yet is Casey 
Cothran. She made 
me feel comfortable to speak in 
class, and trust me I never spoke in 
class until I had her."
Because communication is 
inescapable, universities have 
implemented ways to make students 
speak out and communicate with 
their classmates and professors. 
Public speaking is now a 
prerequisite for every major and 
there is at least one class you will 
take that will require a presentation, 
placing you at the 
front of the room 
with all eyes on you.  
Professors have 
been persuaded to 
coax all students to 
speak in class, even 
those who obviously 
are uncomfortable 
with it. Certain 
professors coax out 
these shy students 
by singling them out 
in class, sometimes 
provoking 
the student to 
embarrassment 
for not wanting 
to speak up.  This 
does not make the 
student any more 
comfortable; in fact, 
it’s the opposite.  
One professor 
at Winthrop was 
having an issue with 
receiving feedback 
from her students, 
yet instead of singling those 
students out, she paired up the class 
into groups of two, and had them 
conduct a discussion on their own. 
Not only did the students respond 
well to each other one-on-one, they 
were more inclined to speak up 
to the entire class following this 
exercise.  
It is interesting to hear what 
students look for in a professor, yet 
it is always intriguing to hear the 
other side.  Professor Bonnye Stuart 
of Winthrop University was asked 
what she believes students look for 
in a professor.  She said that it is 
imperative that students believe 
that the professor knows what he or 
she is talking about. 
It is important to show credibility 
to the class not only by teaching 
and relaying information, but also 
by sharing personal experiences 
and stories that relate back to the 
subject.  A good professor will 
engage students in knowledge by 
showing examples and reasons to 
prove why their information is true.
From the opinions given, it 
sounds like Winthrop has a tight 
handle on quality professors. There 
are certain qualities that students 
prefer in professors. Some of the 
admired qualities include a credible 
teacher that explains material in 
an interesting way and engages the 
students by requesting feedback. 
Constructive criticism is also 
sought out, as is a professor that 
makes an effort to make the subject 
interesting. Remember to obtain all 
you can from your university and 
be sure to appreciate the professors 
who liven up your textbooks and 
make class a place you might enjoy, 
even if you don’t admit it out loud.
What I look for in a professor
A professor 
who gives 
specific 
examples of 
assignments, 
who has a 
well-structured 
class with 
a thorough 
syllabus.
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